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President’s Report 

I would like to take the opportunity to thank the Executive Board and Rosary Com-

mittee.  

Christmas Day is a day and season that many families come together for tree decora-

tions, gifting and parties. This season is about how he comes to give us love, hope 

and joy. When there is so much bad news and devastation in the world, this is good 

news worth celebrating. This is the time to reflect on the significance of Jesus’s birth, 

emphasizing themes of love, peace, and goodwill toward all.  

For Christians the true meaning of Christmas is the celebration of the Savior, Jesus 

Christ. We know that through belief in Christ, we are daughters and sons of God. 

This Christmas, may the angels’ message of hope echo in our hearts as we celebrate 

the gift of God’s presence with us. Merry Christmas to all! 

 

Lester Thomas 

President 

New Orleans Archdiocese Union of Holy Name Societies   

          

Newsletter Date  
December 13, 2024 
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“Dear children! In this time of the grace of expectation, I desire to 

call you to prayer for Advent to be prayer of the family. In a special 

way, little children whom I tenderly embrace, I encourage you to pray-

er for peace in the world; for peace to prevail over peacelessness and 

hatred.Thank you for having responded to my call. ”  

ROSARY DRIVE 

RADIO ROSARY  
78th Anniversary  
 
ROSARY DRIVE ENVELOPES ARE 
AVAILABLE PLEASE CONTACT 
BOB RAUCH AT 831-343488 OR 
722-9422 
 

Deadline: March 31, 2025 
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The continued  

success of our  

society is greatly 

 dependent on 

 our members  

attending and  

supporting the  

decisions made at 

these meetings.    

Your attendance  

will help us to  

Continue  bringing 

new and innovative 

ideas to our mem-

bers.   
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EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING   

All Holy Name Society members are encouraged 
to attend our monthly executive board meeting 

held on the third Tuesday of every month.  
Come and bring your ideas and be a part of our 

renewal plans and future success!  
 

Our next  meeting is  

  December 17, 2024 at 12:00 pm.  

at St. Clement of Rome 

4317 Richland Ave. Metairie, La. 

      COME JOIN US!!       
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Please notice that the website includes an icon to 
make donations to the Holy Name Society and the  
Rosary Drive.   
 
Website Highlights 
9 day Novena to Blessed John of Vercelli 
Video clip of the rededication of the Shrine of Blessed 
John of Vercelli at St. Dominic Church 
Holy Name Society Monthly Newsletter 
Holy Name Society Radio Rosary Schedule 
Memorial list of deceased members and families 
Scriptual Rosary Book order form (PLEASE NOTE 
THERE HAS BEEN A PRICE INCREASE.) 
 
Please take advantage of the many benefits of our 
website! 
Please send in information on any activities taking 
place in your parish!  This will make it possible to 
send it out to all of the other Holy Name Societies! 
Please contact Anthony Smith at 481-3407 or email 
me at anthonys2029@gmail.com 
 
The National Holy Name Societies website address is 
NAHNS.COM 
 
You can also like us on facebook!  The link is: https://
www.facebook.com/hnsnola 
 
Anyone can go online to read the latest edition of the national news-
letter. 

Our website address is 
www.noauhns.org 

 

YOUR LOGO HERE 

http://www.noauhns.org
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10 things to know about Jubilee 2025—the Holy Year that begins on Christmas Eve 

 

 

 

 

 

 
OSV News) — Signs around the Eternal City declare “Roma si trasforma” — “Rome is trans-

formed” as an explanation for the ubiquitous infrastructure projects underway, including 

the restoration of iconic sculptures and monuments, ahead of Jubilee 2025, a Holy Year that begins Christmas Eve.  

While the metropolis is seizing the opportunity for renewal, that is ultimately the jubilee’s expectation for the entire 

church. “For everyone, may the Jubilee be a moment of genuine, personal encounter with the Lord Jesus, the ‘door’ ... of 

our salvation, whom the Church is charged to proclaim always, everywhere and to all as ‘our hope,’” Pope Francis wrote in 

the document that officially declared the year. 

Here are 10 things to know about the upcoming Jubilee Year. 

1. A jubilee year, also known as a “holy year,” is a special year in the life of the church currently celebrated every 25 years. 

The most recent ordinary jubilee was in 2000, with Pope Francis calling for an Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy in 2015-

2016. Jubilee years have been held on regular intervals in the Catholic church since 1300, but they trace their roots to the 

Jewish tradition of marking a jubilee year every 50 years. 

[How to receive an indulgence during the 2025 Jubilee year]According to the Vatican website for the jubilee, these years in 

Jewish history were “intended to be marked as a time to re-establish a proper relationship with God, with one another, 

and with all of creation, and involved the forgiveness of debts, the return of misappropriated land, and a fallow period for 

the fields.” 

2. Jubilee 2025 opens Christmas Eve, Dec. 24, at 7 p.m., with the rite of the opening of the Holy Door at St. Peter’s Basilica 

in the Vatican immediately before Pope Francis celebrates midnight Mass. Holy Doors will also be opened at Rome’s three 

other major basilicas: St. John Lateran on Dec. 29, St. Mary Major on Jan. 1, and St. Paul’s Outside the Walls on Jan. 5. 

A Holy Door will also be opened Dec. 26 at Rebibbia Prison, a Roman prison Pope Francis has visited twice before to cele-

brate Mass and wash inmates’ feet on Holy Thursday. 

The doors represent the passage to salvation Jesus opened to humanity. In 1423, Pope Martin V opened the Holy Door in 

the Basilica of St. John Lateran — the Diocese of Rome’s cathedral — for the first time for a jubilee. For the Holy Year of 

1500, Pope Alexander VI opened Holy Doors at Rome’s four main basilicas. At the end of a holy year, the Holy Doors are 

formally closed and then bricked over by masons. 

3. The theme of the Holy Year is “Pilgrims of Hope.” The papal bull, issued May 9, that introduced the coming Jubilee Year 

is titled “Spes Non Confundit,” or “Hope does not disappoint,” drawn from Romans 5:5. “Everyone knows what it is to 

hope,” Pope Francis wrote. “In the heart of each person, hope dwells as the desire and expectation of good things to come, 

despite our not knowing what the future may bring. 

“Even so, uncertainty about the future may at times give rise to conflicting feelings, ranging from confident trust to appre-

hensiveness, from serenity to anxiety, from firm conviction to hesitation and doubt,” he continued. “Often we come across 

people who are discouraged, pessimistic and cynical about the future, as if nothing could possibly bring them happiness. 

For all of us, may the Jubilee be an opportunity to be renewed in hope. God’s word helps us find reasons for that 

hope.”Pope Francis also hopes the year draws Catholics toward patience, which he described in “Spes Non Confundit” as a 

“virtue closely linked to hope,” yet can feel elusive in “our fast-paced world, we are used to wanting everything now.” 

4. Drawing on their Jewish roots, jubilee years emphasize the sacrament of reconciliation and restoring relationships with 

God. They also provide an opportunity for a special jubilee indulgence, which can remove the residual effects of sin 

through the grace of Christ. 

5. The year calls Christians to action. Pope Francis called for “signs of hope” in the Jubilee Year, including the desire for 

peace in the world, openness to life and responsible parenthood, and closeness to prisoners, the poor, the sick, the young, 

the elderly, migrants and people “in difficult situations.” Pope Francis has called on affluent counties to forgive the debts of 

countries that would never be able to repay them, and address “ecological debt,” which he described as “connected to 

commercial imbalances with effects on the environment and the disproportionate use of natural resources by certain 

countries over long periods of time.” 

Continued on page 6 
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6. Expect an influx of pilgrims in the Eternal City. Italy’s National Tourist Research Institute projects 35 million visitors in 2025, nearly triple of its 

13 million visitors in 2023. Pilgrimage is a “fundamental” part of jubilee events, Pope Francis said in “Spes Non Confundit.” “Setting out on a 

journey is traditionally associated with our human quest for meaning in life. A pilgrimage on foot is a great aid for rediscovering the value of 

silence, effort and simplicity of life,” he wrote. 

He noted that jubilee pilgrims are likely to visit Rome’s Christian catacombs and its seven pilgrim churches — the basilicas of St. Peter, St. Mary 

Major, St. John Lateran, St. Paul Outside the Walls, St. Lawrence, Holy Cross and St. Sebastian — destinations St. Philip Neri popularized in the 

16th century with a 15-mile walk. Twelve other Roman churches, including the Sanctuary of Divine Love in southeast Rome, are designated 

“jubilee churches” intended as gathering spots for pilgrims during the jubilee. 

Experts in the travel and hospitality industries suggest anyone heading to Rome in 2025 — pilgrim or not —  book accommodations, tickets and 

tours in advance. Visitors may also be expected to pay an increased tourist tax, depending on their type of accommodations.  

7. Major events are happening in Rome, including jubilee gatherings with liturgies, speakers and papal audiences to celebrate different groups 

within the church. The first is the Jubilee of the World of Communications Jan. 24-26, followed by the Jubilee of the Armed Forces, Police and 

Security Personnel Feb. 8-9. The jubilee also includes gatherings for artists (Feb. 15-18), deacons (Feb. 21-23) and even marching bands (May 10

-11). Some of these special gatherings will coincide with major canonizations, such as the canonization of Blessed Carlo Acutis during the Jubilee 

of Teenagers April 25-27, and the canonization of Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati during the Jubilee of Young People July 28-Aug. 3. 

Expect some events to highlight the 1,700th anniversary of the Council of Nicaea, from which Christians received the Nicene Creed. This year, 

despite different liturgical calendars, the dates for celebrating Easter align in the Catholic Church and the Orthodox Church, leading some, in-

cluding Pope Francis, to call for a “decisive step forward towards unity around a common date for Easter,” which was discussed in 325 at the 

Council of Nicaea. 

8. Expect Rome to sparkle and shine. Many famous sites and artworks in Rome and at the Vatican have been cleaned or restored for the jubilee, 

much to the chagrin of many tourists in 2024, who found major monuments obscured by fencing, scaffolding and tarps. Many of those projects 

are expected to be completed with a fresh-face reveal in time for the jubilee. In October, St. Peter’s Basilica revealed its newly restored baldac-

chino, designed by Gian Lorenzo Bernini in the 1600s, after 10 months of work. Also receiving cleaning or restoration are Michelangelo’s Pietà, 

Bernini’s Fountain of the Four Rivers in Piazza Navona, and Bernini’s angels on the Ponte Sant’Angelo. 

9. While many jubilee events will take place in Rome and at the Vatican, it’s a celebration for the whole church. On Dec. 29, diocesan bishops 

are expected to open the Holy Year locally with Masses at their cathedrals and co-cathedrals. Catholics are encouraged to make pilgrimages to 

their cathedral during the year, and should watch diocesan communications for local events. While Pope Francis encouraged bishops to desig-

nate Holy Doors for their own cathedrals during the Jubilee Year of Mercy in 2015, there will only be Holy Doors at the Vatican and in Rome this 

year. 

10. The Jubilee Year concludes with the closing of the Holy Door at St. Peter’s Basilica Jan. 6, 2026, on the feast of the Epiphany. However, the 

Holy Doors at Rome’s other major basilicas will close Dec. 28, 2025, the same day dioceses are to end local celebrations of the Holy Year. 

The Jubilee Year also looks ahead to 2033, when the church will mark the 2,000th anniversary of Jesus’ passion, death and resurrection, which 

Pope Francis called “another fundamental celebration for all Christians. 
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HOLY NAME NEWSLETTER 
                         ADS AND MEMORIALS 

 

IF YOU WISH TO PLACE AN AD PLEASE EMAIL YOUR  
AD COPY TO ANTHONYS2029@GMAIL.COM 

 
The cost for and ad is used to defer the administrative cost to publish the 
newsletter.  We would appreciate it if those parishes that haven’t taken an ad 
please speak to your members about taking out and ad.  We have lowered 
the cost to make it possible for more parishes to afford to take an ad and sup-
port our efforts. Please  contact Anthony Smith at 481-3407 about renewing 
your ad if you haven’t done so already.  Thanks to those parishes that have 
supported us. 
 
Yearly ads:    3 ½” X 2” ………….. $ 5.00 
                       4 ½   X 3” ………….. $15.00 

             5 ½   X 4” ………….. $25.00 
 

Memorials—$ 5.00/per year 
If you have a loved one that you would like to 
add to our memorial or obituary page please 
email the information to:  
anthonys2029@gmail.com 
Ad renewals are now due.  Please forward your check to P.O. Box 
6644 Metairie, La. 70096 
If any updates need to be made on your ad please contact us 
at 481-3407 
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WVOG – 107.9  FM    LIVE RADIO ROSARY BROADCAST  
Due to reception issues on 600 AM please tune into 
107.9 FM to listen to the live broadcast. 
 
The 2025 Radio Rosary schedule is posted on the HNS 
website and mailed to all parish representative. 
 
IMPORTANT NOTICE:  The radio station informed us that going through the 

internet would give us a much clearer transmission. 
 
If you have any questions please call Anthony Smith at 504-481-3407. 
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                                                                                                           N.O. Holy Name Society                         

                                                                                           Archdiocesan Union                                                   

                                                                                    

 

 

 

  Dear Holy Name members 

  

On May 13,1917 the Blessed Mother appeared to Lucia, Francisco and Jacinta at Fatima. 

 

The Blessed Mother appeared to them a total of 6 times and on each occasion, she repeatedly told them to pray the 

Rosary daily for peace in our world.   

 

There is no greater time to honor the Blessed Mother’s request than NOW due to the unrest in our world! 

The Holy Name Society of New Orleans in 1946, at the request of Archbishop Rummel, began the live broadcast of the 

Rosary to honor the request of our Blessed Mother at Fatima. 

 

The Holy Name Society has successfully prayed and sponsored the live radio Rosary broadcast for 78 years, through 

the generous contributions of society members and various other contributors through our radio Rosary drive. 

 

In each of the last five years our contributions have dropped to the point that this past year we didn’t raise enough to 

cover the cost to WVOG to broadcast the Rosary. 

 

We are asking all of our societies to speak to your Pastors and your members regarding the seriousness of this situa-

tion and to help us to increase our contributions and to promote the radio Rosary drive.Let’s all join together to save 

the radio Rosary broadcast and the request of Our Lady of Fatima.   

 

This is our mission!  Let’s not fail! 

 

Lester Thomas 

Archdiocesan Holy Name Society President  
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HOLY NAME SOCIETY MEMORIAL AND SPECIAL INTENTION PRAYER LIST         

In Loving Memory Of       

 

Patricia Smith 

Amelia Kandalaft                            

Lee Le Blanc   

Georgia Le Blanc                                                        

Audrey Ledet  

Vicky Ledet    

Rudy Ledet  

Jerry Hymel                                                      

Conchetta & Peter Seleci 

Vincent Seleci  

Gasper Seleci 

Theresa & Douglas Haskins 

“In Memory of Our Deceased HNS Members –         

Our Lady of the Rosary Church” 

Ignace Tanner 

Vergel Duplessis 

Ben Raphael 

Aaron Gilyard  

Archbishop Philip Hannan   

Rev. John Bendix S. D.  Past Spiritual Director 

Rev. Reginald Masterson -  Past Spiritual Director 

Rev. Victor Brown—Past Spiritual Director 

Msgr. Lawrence Earl Gauthreaux— Past Spiritual 

Director 

Luke Cuccia 

Evelyn Cuccia 

Kevin  Cuccia 

Anthony V. Cuccia 

Joy Ledet 

Jean Darnall 

Richard Hoffman 

Donald Mossy 

Frank Connelly 

Carroll Le Blanc 

Carol Le Blanc 

Joyce Kurtich 

John Calico 

Joseph Warr 

Rhodes Family 

DiFranco Family 

Hope Vignes 

Lucille Zitzmann 

Lois Zitzmann 

Henry Dupaquier 

Roy Phelps, Sr. 

Clifton Meaux 

Joyce Gautreaux 

Tom Norton 

Bonnie Schlotterer 

William Mc Clain 

Jules Albert 

Feltus Sterling 

Amadee Garibaldi, Sr. 

Calvin Herbert, Sr. 

Gilmore Alexander, III 

Osborne Picou, Sr. 

Wayne M. Preyan, Sr. 

Ophelia Knox 

Harry LeBlanc 

Tom Norton 
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HOLY NAME SOCIETY MEMORIAL AND SPECIAL INTENTION PRAYER LIST         

    
   OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP 
           HOLY NAME SOCIETY 
                  Kenner, La. 
 

IN MEMORIUM 

 
MSGR. ROBERT GUSTE 

FRANCIS WARREN 

CHARLES BALLARD 

JAY K. DAVIS 

JUDGE EDWARD STOULIG 

HENRY RENZ, JR. 

EDDIE ORTIZ 

GEORGE “RED” BENEFIEL 

MERLIN R. ROMIG 

RICHARD J. ACHEE 

LEO SANCHEZ 

 

ST. MATTHEW THE APOSTLE 
HOLY NAME SOCIETY 

 
River Ridge, La. 

 
ESTABLISED 1959 

 
Father Joseph Tran, Pastor 

 
 

IN SUPPORT OF THE RADIO ROSARY 
AND IN HONOR OF HIS SACRED NAME 

 
 
 

Blessed John of Vercelli, Pray for us 

 
 
 
 
 
 
          
        St. Christopher’s Holy Name Society 

Chartered 1950 
 

At the Name of Jesus, every knee must 
bend in heaven, on earth and below the 
earth. 

St. Benilde  Holy Name Society 

Metairie, La. 

 

Rev. Matthew Johnston,  Pastor 

Founded March 8, 1970 

 

49 Years of service to the Radio Rosary 

And to the honor of His Sacred Name 

 

Blessed John of Vercelli, Pray for us 

    
    



 12 

 12 

 
 

OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY 
HOLY NAME SOCIETY 

New Orleans, LA 
 

ESTABLISHED 1907 
 

Rev. Philip G. Landry, Pastor 
 

IN HONOR OF HIS SACRED NAME AND 
IN SUPPORT OF THE RADIO ROSARY 

ALSO IN MEMORY OF OUR DECEASED 
MEMBERS 

 
Blessed John of Vercelli, Pray for Us 

 

 
CHRIST THE KING 

HOLY NAME SOCIETY 
 

In support of the Holy Name Society 
Radio Rosary 

 
Anthony Smith – President 

Gary Schlotterer – 1st Vice President 
Joe Boullosa – 2nd Vice President 

Malcolm Ledet  – Tres. 
Dianna Lehmann – Secy. 
Frank Fradella - Marshall 

 
BLESSED JOHN OF VERCELLI 

PRAY FOR US! 

 
 

BLESSED SACRAMENT/ 
ST. JOAN OF ARC 

HOLY NAME SOCIETY 
 
 

Let us open our eyes and our ears to His 
presence through the Holy Rosary 

 
 

Holy is the Name of Jesus now and 
forever more. 


